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Karen Woodfield’s creative textiles. Photo: Anne Bryson
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Our April meeting 

Only last month I was 
wondering what I would do if a 
tutor could not take the 
scheduled meeting!  I must 
stop thinking! 

I was very sorry to be told on 
Friday that Michele had had a 
family emergency and could 
not take our meeting on 
Saturday.  I was on my way to a 
reunion in Launceston so I did 
not have any of my contacts or 
information on me.  So I called 
someone who, I had hoped, 
would be able to help.  I knew 
how disappointed I had been 
to cancel Doug Burton’s 
scheduled study day because 
we did not have the funding, so 
I asked Paddy Howe to get in 
touch with him and we were 
given a reprieve!  We had a 
record number of students - 17 
-who had indicated that they 
wanted to attend this drawing 
workshop so there was no way 
we could cancel at this late 
stage. 

Fortunately Doug had 
availability, is drawing and 
Creative Arts tutor and was 
forgiving enough to agree to 
lead the day! 

I am pleased to report that 
Michele and her family are now 
all on the road to recovery. 
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Type to enter text

Anne Bryson kindly agreed to write up this report on the day’s events and has done a superb 
job of it: 

OCA	South	West	Group	Drawing	Workshop	14	April	2018		

Fourteen	students	from	across	the	South	West	region	met	in	the	Old	Brick	Workshop,	Wellington	on	
14th	April	for	a	drawing	workshop	shepherded	by	CreaAve	Arts	lead,	Doug	Barton.		As	always	in	our	
group,	there	was	a	good	mix	of	disciplines;	Fine	and	CreaAve	ArAsts,	Printmakers,	Illustrators,	
Photographers	and	TexAles,	as	well	as	students	working	at	all	three	levels.	We	started	on	a	high	with	
several	students	sharing	their	recent	assessment	successes	announced	the	previous	day	and	for	
some	this	meant	the	compleAon	of	one	level	and	the	move	to	pastures	new.	CongratulaAons	to	all	
of	you.	AspiraAons	for	the	day	included	words	like	‘have	fun,	learn,	gain	confidence,	experiment,	
and	for	some	of	us,	even	‘survive’	and	it	is	fair	to	say	that	we	all	achieved	at	least	some	of	those	
things.			

Doug	started	by	explaining	that	drawing	included	many	‘non-art’	related	funcAons;	expression,	
collaboraAon,	language,	storytelling	and	we	began	with	a	collaboraAve	exercise	where	we	each	
made	a	mark	on	a	piece	of	paper	and	passed	it	on	to	the	next	person	unAl	each	sheet	had	been	
round	the	group	several	Ames.	It	was	important	that	we	were	able	to	lose	ownership	of	what	had	
started	as	‘our	work’	and	view	it	with	an	open	mind	–	maybe	there	was	something	in	the	end	result	
that	we	could	take	away	and	use	ourselves.		

We	had	been	given	a	list	of	materials	to	take	to	the	workshop,	including	‘a	small	item	we	could	hold	
in	our	hand’	and	the	reason	for	this	became	evident	in	the	next	session	where	we	were	asked	to	
hold	the	item	and	draw	only	what	we	felt	but	without	looking	at	it.	This	was	not	as	easy	as	it	sounds	
because	the	key	was	to	use	only	touch	and	not	memory	of	what	the	item	looked	like	–	that	came	
later	on!		The	next	part	of	this	exercise	was	to	work	with	a	partner	where	one	person	held	and	
described	an	item	and	the	other	drew	it.	The	importance	of	language	and	how	it	is	interpreted	
became	very	clear	here	and	this	led	to	a	discussion	on	how	to	represent	adjecAves	like	soQ,	hard,	
shiny,	etc.	Some	people	found	it	easier	to	draw	with	their	eyes	closed	as	this	helped	them	to	draw	
from	their	feelings	rather	than	their	thoughts.	

The	third	exercise	required	us	to	go	for	a	short	walk	into	the	yard	outside,	choose	something	that	
interested	us,	memorise	the	detail,	then	go	back	and	produce	drawings	from	memory.	This	was	a	
really	interesAng	exercise	with	some	handling	it	very	well,	others	becoming	frustrated	by	the	
rubbish	and	debris	in	the	environment	whilst	others	reflected	that,	had	they	been	taking	
photographs,	they	would	have	focused	on	something	different	from	what	they	chose	to	draw.		
Fridge	doors	and	grandchildren	come	to	mind	when	I	reflect	on	my	own	efforts	for	this	exercise!	

AQer	a	lunch	supplemented	by	cake,	fruit	and	pork	pie,	the	aQernoon	session	saw	us	reviewing	
each	other’s	work,	making	suggesAons	and	in	some	cases	helping	to	resolve	‘stu	hUps://
mail.google.com/mail/u/0/?
ui=2&ik=d2936b700d&view=aU&th=162c8fc4bba64faf&abd=0.6&disp=safe&realabd=f_jg0pd9kb
5&zw	ckness’.	The	real	value	of	the	cross	disciplinary	groups	such	as	ours	becomes	evident	here	
because	people	working	in	different	mediums	see	your	work	as	a	‘viewer’	or	possibly	even	a	
‘purchaser’	might	see	it;	so	whilst	they	may	not	be	familiar	with	an	assignment	brief,	they	are	able	
to	bring	fresh	eyes	and	tell	you	what	works.			

We	ended	the	day	with	a	group	discussion,	reflecAng	on	the	workshops	and	picking	Doug’s	brains	
on	a	range	of	issues	from	the	assessment	process	to	the	dreaded	‘WordPress’	to	content	versus	
aestheAcs.		Another	very	valuable	session	with	a	group	of	talented	students.	Thank	you	to	Anna	for	
organising	it	and	Doug	for	his	paAence	and	guidance.	

Anne	Bryson	
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The start of the day’s drawing activities. Doug throwing his hands up in horror! (Joke!) Photo Anne 
Bryson.
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Cake and friends also came along!  This photo by Amano Tracy has echoes of a Dutch master        
painter about it - except that their food paintings were done before the appreciative students 
descended!  The fruit was eaten, I think!

After walks in an industrial setting and collaborations of various kinds, more work to display & 
discuss.  Photo Anne Bryson.
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Eliza at work. Photo Anne Bryson.
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                         Anyone interested in Photography 

On June 30th, there will be an OCA photography study day at the Martin Parr 
Foundation in Bristol from 10.30 - 4pm.

We will be looking at the exhibition Swaps - a collection of photos held by 
Magnum photographer David Hurn.

The VERY exciting part of it is that David Hurn will be joining us FOR THE 
DAY!!!

David will be talking us through the exhibition and then answering questions as 
we sit around a table in the Bocabar café / restaurant over lunch.  The tables have 
already been booked.

The joining fee is £5 

We have booked a  guided tour of the MPF after David’s talk. 

I have applied for OCASA funding for August 
- November but I have not heard any 

outcomes yet. 
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On the schedule below, please note that July’s meeting is at the Paignton library and not 
in Plymouth.  I could not find a room in Plymouth below £50. 

May 12th: 10.30 - 4.30  Student led  study day at the St Elizabeth Hall, Hambrook Lane,                                   
Bristol BS16 1RT 

June 9th: 10 - 4.30:    Brenda Miller: Textiles     St Elizabeth Hall, Bristol. 

July 14th: Steve Monger:  Visual Communication       Paignton Library. 

If you would like to join any of the meetings and have not already done 
so, please let me know as soon as you can.  For the next 2 meetings we 
have 8 and 13 signed up respectively. 

If anybody would like to do a write-up for them, please let me know - I 
shall welcome you with open arms!! 
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                           End of year exhibition 

Would you like to be part of the week-long exhibition? 

                   Let me know. 

Would you be able to help with any of the following? 

Curating 

Publicity 

Finding a venue 

Hanging 

Fundraising 

Stewarding at the event 

      Let me know. 
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I have no names so far for the exhibition in November but I know that 
that is wrong.  Karen Woodfield has let me know that we should have 
the group sketchbook swap as part of the exhibition = great idea.  

A group picture of the 14-strong Drawing group last Saturday. 

    Photo: Amano Tracy. 

I have received many emails from appreciative students including this 
one from one of our new students: 
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Dear Anna and to all of those who attended the South West Drawing Day yesterday 
at the Brickhouse.  
A great big thankyou for your kindness and help in making me feel welcome as a new 
member to the group. I learned a lot from being with you and seeing such inspirational 
work. Ialso learned a lot more about the many dimensions to drawing and enjoyed Doug's 
advice and guidance throughout the day. I feel I also learned a lot about the "artistic voice" 
and although mine is in its embryonic stage I do feel confident that I shall eventually be 
heard!  
I would strongly urge anyone else to join a group like this and I loved how ideas and 
information was shared and discussed across the disciplines. 
Many thanks again and for the wonderful cake! I can't wait for the next meeting. 

Kind regards  Diane
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A notice from Karen Woodfield:
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For the last  few years we have had an  OCA meet up at the Stroud 
International textile Festival. They have just released the brochure and 

will put  the brochure online in the next few days. They seem to be 
focusing this year on developing the artists Trail. If anyone is keen to go 

please  let me know and we can see if we can organise a convenient 
date.  My first suggestion is the first weekend of May which would 

cover  the trial and the exhibitions in Stroud. There is   much more than 
just textiles which might be of interest to other students too.  

See you all in Bristol on May 12th? 

Don’t forget to sign up through the OCA 
for the David Hurn exhibition on June 


